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Passive infrared (passive)

Senses body heat. No energy is emitted from 

the sensor.

Ultrasonic (active)

Sends out pulses of ultrasonic waves and 

measures the reflection off a moving object.

Microwave (active)

Sensor sends out microwave pulses and 

measures the reflection off a moving object. 

Similar to a police radar gun.
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Photovoltaics (PV) is a method of generating electrical power by converting solar

radiation into direct current electricity using semiconductors that exhibit

the photovoltaic effect.
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