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Pistachio Activity Sheet

—— The Historical Development of the California Pistachio
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Pistachio

2013 AreaName
1 478600 Iran (Islamic Republic of)
2 196930 United States of America
3 88600 Turkey
4 74000 China, mainland
5 54516 Syrian Arab Republic
6 11000 Greece
7 3202 Italy
8 2100 Afghanistan
9 1900 Madagascar
10 1850 Australia
11 1200 Tunisia
12 948 Kyrgyzstan
13 732 Jordan
14 659 Pakistan
15 Cote d'lvoire
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4. THE PISTACHIO TREE (CURRENT OVERVIEW)

WORLD SITUATION:

The cultivation of the pistachio tree is mainly located in the Middle East
(Iran, Turkey, Syria), the Mediterranean (Greece, Tunisia, Sicily) and
California. In California, its cultivation has undergone a significant expansion
in recent decades. There are notable differences among the producing
regions. Thus, for example, in Italy and Turkey, it is very common to find
the pistachio tree growing in marginal conditions of soil and water, taking
advantage of the tree’s ruggedness. On the other hand, in California, Greece
and Iran the plantations are located in irrigated land and the tree enjoys the
same care as any fruit tree, thereby achieving high average vields.

World production is expected to increase in coming years, particularly due to
the productive potential of the new plantations in Iran, Turkey and California.
Nevertheless, demand also shows good prospects for increasing: opening of
new markets, development of processed products, etc.
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Aegina

{

Medium size fruit, long
and similar to

" Mateur ". It comes
from Greece and it also
gives good results in
Spain.




Mateur EU

* Long fruit, average size,
vellow greenish colour
and good taste quality.
It was selected in Tunis
and it gives good results
in Spain. In Castilla-La
Mancha it ripens at the
end of August.




Larnaka ‘

Average size pistachio,
less long than

‘Mateur ". Original from
Cyprus. It is cultivated
in Greece and in Spain,
giving good




» e selected, in 1929,
from seed imported
from Rafsanjan, Iran ¢
named in 1952 e
released for trial in
1957 ¢ grown on 1700
acres in 1977 » grown
on approximately
170,000 acres in
California in 2008.

k21206384 fotosearch.com
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4. THE PISTACHIO TREE (BOTANICAL CHARACTERISTICS)

BOTANICAL CHARACTERISTICS:

¢ The pistachio tree can grow as high as 7 to 10 meters, and is
very long-lived: from 150 to 300 years according to various
authors

« It is a dioecious tree, which is to say, there are separate male
and female trees.

« It has a grey, wrinkled bark, with abundant branching and a
dense crown

« Its root system reaches to great depth, and this makes it
resistant to dry climates, it can grow in a wide variety of soils
such as calcareous, alkaline, slightly acidic, saline, etc.

* The bark of the twigs is of a reddish yellow colour, ash-grey in
the younger parts and dark grey in the older parts.

*A size of 5-7-9 meters in height, with an open habit, that tends
to lean over so that initially it may require the use of props to
hold it up.

» The trunk is usually short and the bark wrinkled and grey in
colour, with abundant branching and a dense crown.




4. THE PISTACHIO TREE (BOTANICAL CHARACTERISTICS)

BOTANICAL CHARACTERISTICS:

« The root system: is penetrating and
superficial. It penetrates to great depth seeking
water and nutritive salts, and because of this it
can succeed in soils where other species do not
thrive. When its surface roots are numerous,
the tree is more vigorous, its crown develops
well, providing greater fruition with regularity,
chiefly depending on the availability of water
and nutrients.

*The leaves: are pinnate, with 3 or 5 folioles,
lanceolate or oval, subcoriaceous, dark green in
colour on the face, and more pallid on the
underside. The foliage quickly turns red-orangish
in the fall, and is of striking appearance.




4. THE PISTACHIO TREE (BOTANICAL CHARACTERISTICS)

BOTANICAL CHARACTERISTICS:

* Flowers: Because it is a dioecious plant, the male and female
flowers are found in different trees. They are small, of a green-
tannish hue, and appear in bunches or axillary panicles. The
flowers blossom on short lateral branching stems, before the
budding of the leaves, they develop in the previous year, from
buds located in the axilla of the leaves of the stems that are
growing.

* The fruit: A monosperm drupa rich in oil, 0.2 to 2.5 cm in
length, oval, dry, with a hard, smooth shell. The seed is the
edible part, made up of voluminous cotyledons of a green or
yellowish green colour with a reddish tegument. Its weight is
approximately 1.40 grams.

Pollination: Pollination is via anemophily. In the plantation,
male and female trees should be placed at a ratio of one to eight
or ten, respectively, although there is no fixed rule in this

regard. The number of males will also be limited onthe basis of
what types of males are planted, and whether it is irrigated or

dry land.







Pollination

In California, male trees are commonly planted as every fifth tree in every fifth row to provide adequate pollination. Right, a ‘Golden Hills’ nut
cluster demonstrates greater development of red color in the hull than ‘Kerman’.







Fruit set




© wp. Armstrong 2012

endocarp

seed

seed coat

endocarp separated



MODERN CULTIVATION OF THE
PISTACHIO TREE




¥ Development of the pistachio tree with the latest
farming technology: under‘Prﬂund watering, plant
grafting, nutritional contro

¥ Production of pistachio from plantations with a
high level of management and mechanization




Nursery of selected trees




PRODUCTION FACILITY
SELECTED TREES UCB

MAJOR PROJECT

FARM MANAGEMENT, PLANNING,
IMPLEMENTATION, MAINTENANCE,
TECHNICAL SUPERVISION,




4. THE PISTACHIO TREE (MODERN CULTIVATION — ADVANTAGES)

Pistachio tree with surface watering (6 years old) 4 year-old pistachio plantation. Underground watering (Toledo)
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